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ADDRESS TO THE FEDERAT ION QF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
BY DON DUNSTAN. PREMIER OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . 
1 7 t h O c t o b e r , 1 9 7 0 . 
MR. CHAIRMAN, 
L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN, 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND WORDS OF WELCOME. I AM VERY P L E A S E D 
TO BE ABLE TO ADDRESS THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE FEDERAT ION 
TONIGHT . E S P E C I A L L Y BECAUSE AS P R E M I E R , TREASURER , AND M I N I S T E R 
OF DEVELOPMENT, I AM IN FACT INVOLVED IN AREAS IN WHICH CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE HAVE A VERY REAL I N T E R E S T . IT I S GOOD THAT I 
SHOULD MEET MEMBERS OF THE F E D E R A T I O N . WE SHOULD WORK QUITE 
CLOSELY TOGETHER. GOVERNMENTS NEED A GO-AHEAD B U S I N E S S C L IMATE 
TO ENSURE THAT P E O P L E ' S EMPLOYMENT AND P R O S P E R I T Y IS PROTECTED . 
COMMERCE NEEDS GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGEMENT AND HELP TO GET I T S JOB 
DONE. WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO MEET AND PLAN TOGETHER FOR THE 
B E N E F I T OF A L L . 
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THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOW BEEN IN O F F I C E FOR SOME FOUR MONTHS AND ON 
THE DEVELOPMENT FRONT THINGS ARE B E G I N N I N G TO MOVE ALONG QUITE 
N I C E L Y . THE LABOR PARTY WENT TO THE ELECTORATE WITH A VERY W I D E -
RANGING PROGRAMME IN THE DEVELOPMENT F I E L D - IT COVERS , YOU W I L L 
REMEMBER, THE AMALGAMATION OF A L L MAJOR DEVELOPMENT PORTFOL IOS UNDER 
ONE M I N I S T R Y , WHICH I HAVE . THE M I N I S T R Y OF DEVELOPMENT BRINGS 
TOGETHER THE DEPARTMENTS OF HOUSING, TOURISM, I N D U S T R I A L DEVELOPMENT 
AND MINES SO THAT THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE CAN BE 
CO-ORDINATED AND STRENGTHENED. AND TH IS I S VERY N E C E S S A R Y . THE 
D I S A B I L I T I E S SOUTH A U S T R A L I A SUFFERS IN THE DEVELOPMENTAL F I E L D 
HAVE REAL LY BEEN CAUSED BY A LACK OF E F F I C I E N T PLANNING EXTENDING 
OVER MANY DECADES , AND THEY HAVE BECOME ACUTE S I N C E THE WAR. WE NOW 
HAVE A STATE IN WHICH 7 1 $ OF OUR INDUSTRY I S CENTERED ON THE PRODUCTION 
OF MOTOR CARS AND HOME A P P L I A N C E S , WHILE 85% OF I T S PRODUCTS ARE SOLD 
ON A U S T R A L I A N MARKETS OUTSIDE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . AND OF COURSE THE 
DANGER IN SUCH A S I T U A T I O N IS ONE WE A L L KNOW W E L L . 
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WHENEVER THE ECONOMY OF A U S T R A L I A TAKES A DOWN-TURN, WHENEVER 
THERE I S ECONOMIC TROUBLE IN E ITHER V I C T O R I A OR NEW SOUTH WALES , 
OR WHENEVER THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DEC IDES THAT CONSUMER SPENDING 
SHOULD BE REDUCED, SOUTH A U S T R A L I A ' S PRODUCTS ARE THE ONES PEOPLE 
STOP BUY ING F I R S T . WE HAVE TOO MANY EGGS IN ONE B A S K E T . OUR 
URGENT NEED I S TO D I V E R S I F Y OUR INDUSTRY , SO THAT WE ARE NOT 
SO VULNERABLE TO ECONOMIC DOWN-TURNS. NOW WE H A V E , OF COURSE , 
A NUMBER OF THINGS GOING FOR US IN T H I S MATTER . FOR ONE T H I N G , 
OUR WORK-FORCE I S A HIGHLY S K I L L E D ONE . IN A D D I T I O N , WE HAVE 
HAD, EVER S I N C E R IDLEY INVENTED THE S T R I P P E R , A T R A D I T I O N OF 
T E C H N I C A L INNOVAT ION . WE MAY B E , IN P O P U L A T I O N , THE FOURTH STATE 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH, BUT IN PROPORTION WE HAVE MORE BRA INS THAN 
MOST OTHER S T A T E S . SOME PEOPLE MAY NOT KNOW THAT A SOUTH 
A U S T R A L I A N COMPANY, SHEARERS , HAD A WORKING AND E F F I C I E N T MOTOR 
CAR ABOUT A DECADE BEFORE HENRY FORD HAD DEVELOPED H I S . 
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IT WAS SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N E X P E R T I S E IN THE HIGHLY S K I L L E D F I E L D 
OF COACH-BODY B U I L D I N G THAT BROUGHT OUR MOTOR-CAR I N D U S T R I E S TO 
THE S T A T E . OUR STANDARD OF T E C H N I C A L EDUCATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
VERY H I G H . OUR SCHOOL OF MINES - NOW CALLED THE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N 
I N S T I T U T E OF TECHNOLOGY - HAS FOR VERY MANY YEARS PROVIDED 
A U S T R A L I A WITH TOP GRADE M E T A L L U R G I S T S . OUR T E C H N I C A L S K I L L S 
HAVE BEEN INCREASED BY THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF P H I L I P S E L E C T R O N I C 
I N D U S T R I E S IN THE S T A T E . MANY OF THE LEADING COMPUTER T E C H N I C I A N S 
WORKING IN A U S T R A L I A NOW R E C E I V E D THEIR O R I G I N A L T R A I N I N G AT THE 
S A L I S B U R Y WEAPONS RESEARCH E S T A B L I S H M E N T . AND THE L I S T COULD 
GO ON. 
I T I S CLEAR THAT IN OUR EFFORTS TO CREATE A S T A B L E AND PROSPEROUS 
SOUTH A U S T R A L I A WE MUST C A P I T A L I S E ON TH IS S K I L L INDUSTRY B A S E . 
WE MUST F IND THE ' G A P S ' IN OUR I N D U S T R I A L SECTOR - P L A C E S WHERE 
NEW I N D U S T R I E S CAN BE S L O T T E D - I N AND WHERE OUR B A S I C S K I L L S CAN 
BE U T I L I S E D . 
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AND T H I S I S SOMETHING THAT A GOOD GOVERNMENT CAN DO, BECAUSE IT 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO LOOK AT THE TOTAL S I T U A T I O N AND MAKE THE 
NECESSARY D E C I S I O N S . I T ' S NOT ENOUGH TO SAY ' W E ' L L TAKE A N Y T H I N G ' . 
TO SAY THAT OFTEN MEANS YOU GET NOTHING . AS A GOVERNMENT AND AS 
A STATE WE MUST BE ABLE TO GO TO I N D U S T R I A L I S T S AND TO PEOPLE 
CONTROLLING C A P I T A L AND SAY - "HERE I S A V I A B L E INDUSTRY WHICH 
COULD BE SET UP , AND T H I S I S THE HELP WE WILL G IVE YOU TO SET 
I T U P " . 
THEREFORE AS PART AND PARCEL OF OUR TOTAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
WE ARE UNDERTAKING THE ESTABL I SHMENT OF I N T E N S I V E RESEARCH 
S E R V I C E S FOR SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N INDUSTRY AND TO AID THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NEW I N D U S T R I E S . THEY ARE S P E C I F I C A L L Y , AN I N D U S T R I A L RESEARCH 
I N S T I T U T E AT F L I N D E R S U N I V E R S I T Y AND .RESEARCH S E R V I C E S WITHIN 
THE I N D U S T R I A L DEVELOPMENT BRANCH OF THE P R E M I E R ' S DEPARTMENT . 
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WE INTEND TO MAKE SURE THAT THESE S E R V I C E S CAN A S S I S T I N , ON 
THE ONE HAND, THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR SOUTH 
A U S T R A L I A N I N D U S T R I E S , AND ON THE OTHER, THE P R O V I S I O N OF 
B A S I C MARKETING INFORMATION FOR S E L L I N G OUR PRODUCTS I N T E R S T A T E 
AND O V E R S E A S . FURTHER , THE ESTABL I SHMENT OF A STATE MERCHANT 
BANK AND A STATE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION WIL L ALLOW FUNDS TO BE 
MADE A V A I L A B L E TO HELP BOTH LARGE AND SMALL DEVELOPMENTAL 
E N T E R P R I S E S AND I N D U S T R I E S , EVEN TO THE EXTENT THAT I F THERE I S 
A SMALL AND U N D E R C A P I T A L I S E D B U S I N E S S CAPABLE OF PRODUCING A S A L E A B L E 
PRODUCT WHICH COULD HELP IN OUR D I V E R S I F I C A T I O N PROGRAMME, THEN 
F INANCE W I L L BE A V A I L A B L E TO HELP E S T A B L I S H I T S HEALTW O P E R A T I O N . 
I B E L I E V E THAT TH IS WOULD BE E S P E C I A L L Y H E L P F U L TO SOME COUNTRY 
I N D U S T R I E S . 
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NOW FOR A L L THESE THINGS P L A N N I N G AND CO -ORDINAT ION I S GOING 
AHEAD RIGHT NOW. AND IT I S CLEAR THAT TH IS I S VERY N E C E S S A R Y . 
AND I T I S ALSO CLEAR THAT IN THE AREA OF B A S I C MARKET ING , THE 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD TAKE REAL I N I T I A T I V E . I THINK LAST WEEK I 
MAY HAVE RUFFLED A FEW MANUFACTURERS IN THE STATE BY REPORTING 
THAT A NUMBER OF LEADING B U S I N E S S M E N , I N D U S T R I A L I S T S AND P O L I T I C I A N S 
IN NORTH AND SOUTH EAST A S I A HAD S A I D TO ME THAT OUR S T A T E ' S 
BUS INESSMEN WERE BY AND LARGE THE MOST INWARD-LOOKING AND 
CONSERVAT IVE IN THE N A T I O N . WELL , I DON 'T REGRET R E P E A T I N G T H I S . 
AS A MAJOR MANUFACTURING STATE WE 'RE S IMPLY NOT DOING ENOUGH IN 
THE F I E L D OF E X P O R T . WE H A V E N ' T SCRATCHED THE SURFACE IN SOUTH 
EAST A S I A . IN FACT WE H A V E N ' T EVEN MAX IM ISED OUR PENETRAT ION 
OF THE A U S T R A L I A N MARKETS . TAKE DARWIN, FOR I N S T A N C E . 
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WE 'RE CLOSER TO I T THAN ANY OTHER STATE C A P I T A L AND I T SHOULD B E , 
BUT I S N ' T , AN IMPORTANT MARKET FOR THE S T A T E . 
WELL ONE THING I S FOR S U R E . THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT INTEND 
TO S I T AROUND HOPING THAT THE S I T U A T I O N AS FAR AS TRADE DEVELOPMENT 
W I L L CHANGE FOR THE B E T T E R . WE HAVE DECIDED THAT I F SOME OF OUR 
I N D U S T R I E S ARE NOT S U F F I C I E N T L Y A G G R E S S I V E I N MARKETING THEIR 
PRODUCTS, WE WIL L DO THE JOB FOR THEM. HENCE THE ESTABL I SHMENT 
OF P R I V A T E SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N AGENCY OPERATIONS IN S I N G A P O R E , 
HONG KONG, AND TOKYO, AND P E R H A P S , EVENTUALLY IN D J A K A R T A . 
HENCE THE IMMINENT APPOINTMENT OF ROVING TRADE O F F I C E R S FOR 
EUROPE AND NORTH A M E R I C A , AND FOR NORTH AND SOUTH EAST A S I A . 
THESE O F F I C E R S WIL L BE ABLE TO WORK FROM THE AGENCY O F F I C E S 
' I N THE F I E L D ' , AS I T WERE. THEY WIL L BE ABLE TO PROVIDE THE 
I N D U S T R I A L DEVELOPMENT BRANCH WITH P R E C I S E TRADING AND PRODUCT 
INFORMATION , SO THAT THE I N D U S T R I A L DEVELOPMENT BRANCH WIL L THEN 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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BE ABLE TO GO ALONG TO MANUFACTURERS AND SAY 'WELL NOW, H E R E ' S 
AN E X C E L L E N T OPENING FOR SUCH -AND-SUCH A PRODUCT. YOU BETTER 
SEND ONE OF YOUR OWN CHAPS UP TO F I N A L I S E A R R A N G E M E N T S ' . 
OF COURSE, OUR AGENCY OPERATION WILL HAVE OTHER THINGS TO DO 
FOR US , TOO. T H E Y ' L L BE INVOLVED IN S E E K I N G OUT C A P I T A L WHICH 
CAN BE USED FOR DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . T H E Y ' L L BE 
I N V E S T I G A T I N G J O I N T - V E N T U R E O P E R A T I O N S . AND T H E Y ' L L BE CLOSELY 
INVOLVED AT THE PROMOTIONAL L E V E L WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH 
A U S T R A L I A AS A MAJOR TOURIST AREA FOR A U S T R A L I A . 
SO WE HAVE A GREAT MANY THINGS UNDERWAY AT THE MOMENT, AND I HOPE 
DURING THE NEXT TWO OR THREE MONTHS TO BE ABLE TO MAKE SOME 
S I G N I F I C A N T ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT THOSE THINGS W E ' V E ALREADY 
SECURED FOR THE S T A T E . 
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BUT FOR THE P R E S E N T , HOWEVER, WE 'RE REAL LY S T I L L MAKING A L L THE 
WHEELS START MOVING. I T TAKES A LONG TIME TO ENGENDER A REAL 
S P I R I T OF C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S AND ADVENTURE IN A B U S I N E S S AND 
MANUFACTURING COMMUNITY. BUT IT WILL I B E L I E V E , BE DONE. 
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT WHICH I HAVE NOT SO 
FAR TOUCHED ON TONIGHT , EVEN THOUGH THEY ARE ALSO V I T A L TO OUR 
ECONOMIC H E A L T H . THERE I S HOUSING, FOR I N S T A N C E , WHICH I S AN 
AREA CRY ING OUT FOR THE MASS -PRODUCTION OF QUAL ITY B U I L D I N G 
COMPONENTS WHICH CAN BOTH E F F E C T P R I C E REDUCTIONS AND CREATE 
O P P O R T U N I T I E S FOR EXPORT INTERSTATE AND O V E R S E A S . THERE I S M IN ING 
DEVELOPMENT , WHICH I S GOING ON A P A C E , AND WHICH, WITH THE 
ESTABL I SHMENT OF A MINING RESEARCH I N S T I T U T E AT P A R K S I D E 
ALONGSIDE A NEW HEADQUARTERS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND 
THE PRESENT AMDEL L A B O R A T O R I E S , WILL MEAN THAT SOUTH A U S T R A L I A 
I S SHORTLY TO BE THE LEADER IN MINING RESEARCH O P E R A T I O N S . 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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THERE I S THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW FORMS OF MASS AND P U B L I C TRANSPORT 
IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , TO WHICH A PART OF OUR RESEARCH PROGRAMME 
CAN BE D I R E C T E D , SO THAT WE BECOME CAPABLE OF A S S I M I L A T I N G A L L 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN TH IS F I E L D . AND THERE I S TOURISM, 
IN WHICH WE SHOULD LEAD A U S T R A L I A I F THE RIGHT P LANN ING I S 
UNDERTAKEN AND THE STATE AS A WHOLE LENDS A HAND IN CATER ING 
FOR A BOOMING T R A D E . 
SO THESE A R E , IN GENERAL TERMS, SOME OF THE THINGS WE HAVE 
GOING FOR US AT THE MOMENT. THINGS ARE ALREADY LOOKING U P . 
LAST WEEK I WAS G IVEN F IGURES WHICH I N D I C A T E THAT A REAL 
BUOYANCY I S RETURNING TO THE S T A T E ' S ECONOMY. TH IS WAS 
E S P E C I A L L Y N O T I C E A B L E IN THE L A T E S T F IGURES ON HOUSING A P P R O V A L S . 
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IN THE THREE MONTHS ENDING AUGUST TH IS Y E A R , OUR STATE OBTAINED 
9 . 63% OF A L L NEW DWELLING APPROVALS IN A U S T R A L I A , R A I S I N G ' T H E 
S T A T E ' S QUARTERLY SHARE TO 9 . 5 1 % . 
IN THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS 1 2 , 9 0 2 NEW DWELLINGS HAVE BEEN 
APPROVED IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , WHICH I S A S T R I K I N G IMPROVEMENT 
IN BOTH OUR NAT IONAL SHARE AND IN ABSOLUTE NUMBERS. THESE 
F IGURES I N D I C A T E A REAL F E E L I N G OF OPT IM ISM IN THE COMMUNITY. 
WHEN YOU COMPARE THE THREE MONTHS F IGURES WITH THE SAME 
PER IOD ENDING IN AUGUST 1 9 6 9 YOU CAN SEE THAT THERE I S A 
1 .9% L I F T IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A EVEN THOUGH, FOR A U S T R A L I A 
AS A WHOLE, THE NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING APPROVALS I S 17 . 1% 
BELOW THE 1969 L E V E L . 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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ANOTHER I N D I C A T I O N OF A S P I R I T OF CONFIDENCE IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A 
AT THE MOMENT CAN BE SEEN IN THE RECENT SURGE UPWARDS IN APPROVALS 
FOR NEW B U S I N E S S P R E M I S E S , FOR EXAMPLE SHOPS , O F F I C E S & F A C T O R I E S . 
^ 3 8 ^ 0 0 0 ° APPROVED IN TH IS CATEGORY HAS BROUGHT THE MOVING 
ANNUAL TOTAL TO $ 4 8 , 7 1 7 , 0 0 0 , WHICH I S 23 .6% ABOVE THE L E V E L FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED IN AUGUST 1 9 6 9 . AND FURTHERMORE, OF TH IS F I G U R E , 
$ 1 6 , 2 " M # . WAS APPROVED DURING THE THREE MONTHS OF J U N E , JULY 
AND AUGUST . T H I S CAN BE COMPARED WITH S 6 . 2 M , FOR THE 
COMPARABLE PER IOD IN 1 9 6 9 . THESE I N D I C A T I O N S OF ECONOMIC 
CONFIDENCE ARE VERY GOOD TO S E E , AND I DARE SAY THAT THEY WOULD BE 
EVEN GREATER HAD NOT WE SUFFERED FROM THE FEDERAL CRED IT 
R E S T R I C T I O N S E A R L I E R IN THE Y E A R , AND WERE NOT NOW S L I G H T L Y 
DAMPENED IN S A L E S DUE TO THE 2 .5% EXTRA S A L E S TAX THAT THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS IMPOSED ON OUR CONSUMER D U R A B L E S . 
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N E V E R T H E L E S S , THE OUTLOOK I S VERY GOOD I N D E E D . AND I W I L L 
R E P E A T , FOR SOUTH A U S T R A L I A TO REAL LY GET MOVING, WE HAVE TO GET 
UP AND OUT IN SEARCH OF NEW I N D U S T R I E S , NEW S A L E S O P P O R T U N I T I E S , 
NEW C A P I T A L , NEW PRODUCTS AND NEW MARKETS . AND OUR C A P A C I T Y FOR 
DOING TH IS SHOULD BE F I R S T C L A S S . AT THE GOVERNMENT L E V E L , IN 
ADDIT ION TO THE MATTERS WHICH WE HAVE IN HAND, WE INTEND TO 
PAY CAREFUL ATTENTION TO THE MATTER OF TRANSPORT , WHETHER BY A I R , 
R A I L , ROAD, OR S E A . I F WE ARE TO MAKE A F I R S T - C L A S S TRADING I M P A C T , 
THEN THERE NEEDS TO BE HARD T A L K I N G DONE IN THESE A R E A S . BUT EVEN 
WITH PRESENT TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS WE CAN COMPETE AND COMPETE W E L L . 
I F TRADING FROM SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , INTERSTATE AND O V E R S E A S , I S N ' T 
UP TO SCRATCH , I T I S BECAUSE AS A STATE WE ' VE BEEN S I T T I N G BACK WAIT IN 
FOR SOMETHING TO HAPPEN , RATHER THAN GETTING OUT AND MAKING I T 
H A P P E N . 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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NOW REGARDING TRANSPORT , THERE ARE TWO MATTERS WHICH I THINK I 
SHOULD MENTION TONIGHT . THEY ARE RELATED BOTH TO TOURISM AND 
TO TRADE , AND THEY FEATURE RATHER LARGELY IN YOUR AGENDA. THE 
F I R S T I S T H I S : I THINK I CAN P R E D I C T THAT WITHIN THREE YEARS 
SOUTH A U S T R A L I A WILL BE BEG INN ING TO ENJOY A TOURIST BOOM, 
BECAUSE WE INTEND' TO S E L L THE STATE HARD,BOTH I N T E R S T A T E AND 
OVERSEAS , AND MAKE SURE THAT THE F A C I L I T I E S TOURISTS WANT ARE 
E S T A B L I S H E D H E R E . BUT ONE OF OUR SHORT TERM DISADVANTAGES I S 
THAT WE ARE THE ONLY MAINLAND STATE WITHOUT AN INTERNAT IONAL A IR 
T E R M I N A L , AND OVERSEAS TOURISTS E S P E C I A L L Y TEND TO KEEP TO THE 
C I T Y IN WHICH THEIR A I R L I N E L A N D S . OUR F I R S T MOVE THEN, I S TO 
ALTER T H I S S I T U A T I O N . D I S C U S S I O N S HAVE ALREADY BEEN HELD WITH 
S E V E R A L MAJOR A I R L I N E COMPANIES TO HAVE THEM PROVIDE THROUGH-
T I C K E T S , L I N K I N G UP A U S T R A L I A N NATIONAL A I R L I N E S WITH INTERNAT IONAL 
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ONES , SO THAT TOURISTS WIL L BE ABLE TO F LY STRA IGHT THROUGH 
E A S I L Y AND E F F I C I E N T L Y . THE SECOND MOVE I S TO R A I S E THE L E V E L 
OF OVERSEAS TOURISM TO SUCH A L E V E L THAT I T WOULD BE OF ADVANTAGE 
TO OVERSEAS A I R L I N E S TO COMPLETE THEIR F L I G H T S IN A D E L A I D E , OR TO 
STOP IN A D E L A I D E ON F L I G H T S FROM MELBOURNE AND P E R T H . ( I WOULD 
MENTION AT T H I S POINT THAT OUR TENDENCY IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A HAS BEEN 
TO CONCENTRATE ON I N T R A - S T A J E TOURISM, RATHER THAN EXTRA STATE 
AND OVERSEAS TOURISM, WHERE THE B I G SPENDERS A R E . ) I F , WITHIN 
S E V E R A L Y E A R S , WE CAN SECURE INTERNAT IONAL F L I G H T S INTO A D E L A I D E , 
THE COST D I F F E R E N T I A L THAT WE SUFFER FROM IN A IR T R A N S P O R T A T I O N OF 
CARGO WIL L BE ENDED. 
I B E L I E V E TH IS CAN BE DONE. THERE IS AN ENORMOUS P O T E N T I A L FOR 
TOURISTS FROM J A P A N , S I N G A P O R E , AND HONG KONG, AND THESE COUNTRIES 
SHOULD ALSO BE OUR PRIME MARKETS . THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO 
D O V E - T A I L THESE TWO FACTORS TO MAKE THE SCHEME WORK, AND ON ONE 
L E V E L T H I 5 WILL MEAN PROV ID ING THE F U L L RANGE OF F A C I L I T I E S IN 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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SOUTH A U S T R A L I A THAT TOURISTS FROM THESE AREAS W I L L N E E D . 
NOW THE OTHER MATTER WHICH RELATES BOTH TO OUR TRADE AND TO OUR 
TOURIST P O T E N T I A L , AND WHICH IS ALSO MENTIONED IN YOUR AGENDA, 
I S THE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . HERE WE 
HAVE ANOTHER MARGINAL D ISADVANTAGE , THOUGH IT REALLY SHOULDN 'T 
BE ALLOWED TO CREATE MENTAL BLOCKS AND C R I P P L E OUR TRADING 
E F F O R T S . THE TWO HIGHWAYS WHICH MOST CONCERN THE GOVERNMENT 
IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , AND WHICH CAUSE TRADERS AND TOURISTS A L I K E 
TROUBLE , ARE THE EYRE HIGHWAY TO PERTH AND THE STUART HIGHWAY 
TO A L I C E S P R I N G S . BOTH OF THESE ROADS NEED TO BE ALL -WEATHER 
ROADS RATHER THAN THE DUST-BOWLS AND M U D - P I T S THEY BECOME FROM 
TIME TO T IME NOW, WHILE WITH THE STUART IT IS NOT ONLY A MATTER 
OF GIVING THE ROAD A MODERN S U R F A C E , BUT ALSO IT MEANS F I N D I N G A 
NEW ROUTE THAT I S NOT SO L I A B L E TO BE CUT BY F LOODS . 
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BUT THERE I S A REAL PROBLEM FOR A STATE GOVERNMENT IN TH IS A R E A . 
AT THE MOMENT THE D I S T R I B U T I O N OF COMMONWEALTH A ID FOR ROADS 
FUNDS IS BASED ON A FORMULA THAT TAKES INTO ACCOUNT TWO FACTORS , 
THE POPULAT ION AND THE AREA OF A S T A T E . WESTERN A U S T R A L I A HAS A 
SMALLER POPULAT ION THAN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , BUT A MUCH LARGER 
AREA IN MUCH OF WHICH IT D O E S N ' T NEED ROADS AT A L L . AND THEREFORE 
IT HAS BEEN ABLE TO SURFACE THE EYRE HIGHWAY RIGHT UP TO THE 
BORDER, BECAUSE I T HAS THE NECESSARY FUNDS TO DO T H I S . I T HAS , 
IN F A C T , ONLY ONE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY TO DEAL WITH . BUT THE 
P O S I T I O N IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A I S MUCH D I F F E R E N T . I F THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT DECIDED ON SURFAC ING BOTH OF THESE IMPORTANT ROADS, 
SUCH A LARGE EXPENDITURE WOULD BE ENTERED INTO THAT A L L OTHER 
MAJOR RURAL A R T E R I A L ROADS WOULD SUFFER IN THE S T A T E . AND SO IT 
I S A MATTER OF CHOOSING THE BEST OF TWO A L T E R N A T I V E S , AND IT I S 
CLEAR THAT THE R E S P O N S I B L E COURSE I S TO MA INTA IN AND IMPROVE 
THE A R T E R I A L ROADS THAT L I N K US WITH THE MAJOR POPULAT ION CENTERS 
TO THE E A S T . Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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WHAT WE HAVE TO DO IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A I S GET THE COMMONWEALTH 
TO ACCEPT THE FACT THAT THESE TWO ROADS ARE IN FACT A 
COMMONWEALTH R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y , BECAUSE THEY ARE IN FACT 
IMPORTANT N A T I O N A L L Y . THE GOVERNMENT IS B R I N G I N G PRESSURE TO 
BEAR TO ENSURE THAT THEY DO R E A L I S E T H I S : WE CAN ONLY HOPE 
THAT WE DO NOT HAVE TO WAIT TOO LONG. 
SOUTH A U S T R A L I A I S I B E L I E V E SET FOR A BOOM DECADE . WITH 
E F F I C I E N T GOVERNMENTAL P L A N N I N G , WITH I N T E L L I G E N T DEVELOPMENT , 
AND WITH A S P I R I T OF I N I T I A T I V E AND CONFIDENCE FROM OUR 
B U S I N E S S COMMUNITY, SOUTH A U S T R A L I A WILL LEAD A U S T R A L I A IN THE 
PRODUCTION OF WELL DESIGNED AND HIGHLY S K I L L E D PRODUCTS . WE 
INTEND TO MAKE IT LEAD IN TOURISM , TOO, SO THAT PEOPLE WILL 
COME TO US E ITHER BECAUSE AS TOURISTS THEY WANT TO E X P E R I E N C E 
THE EXC ITEMENT OF OUR DEVELOPMENT , OR BECAUSE AS F A M I L I E S 
THEY THINK ITS A GOOD PLACE TO L I V E AND WORK. 
THANK YOU. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
